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Video Toaster 4000 Commodore Sacks

A New Generation
of Toaster Technology

Advancing its position as the recog-
nized Jeader in low cost, broadeast quality
video production, MewTek has announced
the introduction of a new product, the
Video Toaster 4000, The Video Toaster
4000 is an enhanced version of NewTek's
popular video Toaster, and provides a sig-
nificantly higher level of performance at a
lower price point.

According to NewTek President, Tim
Jenison, "The Video Toaster 4000 is de-
signed to teke advaniage of the increased
capabilities of the Commodore Amiga 4000
computer, This powerful combination of
new technologies has resulted in hundreds
of new features in the Toaster 4000, many
of which have never been available before
on any video sysiem, at any price.”

The Video Toaster 4000 replaces the
original VideoToaster as NewTek's flag-
ship product. Itis priced at $2,395, alower
price than Video Toaster System 2.0

“NewTek's goal has always been to
create a broadcast quality video production
tool at a price everyone could afford,”
puserted NewTek's Vice President Paul
Montgomery. “The original Toaster stunned
the video indusiry, aftracting thousands
upon thousand of people who were looking
for a Jow cost video production solution.
The Toaster 4000, with its powerful nw
capabilities and lower price, isthe next big
step in the personzl video production revo-
lution.”

The Video Toaster 4000 includes a

switcher with four video inputs and three
internal digital sources. The system faa-
tures close to three hundred video effects,
from dissolves and wipes with user adjust-
able durations, to complex digital effects
and enimated transitions. Many effects
feature drop shadows, glints, and smooth,
full color animation.

Teaster 4000 also includes aninte grated
graphics loader, which allows users toload
and display video frames, still stores, and
animations. Both still graphics and anima-
tions can drop shadows, and can be keyed
over video sources.

The system includes a 24-bit, 35nsreso-
lution character generator. Toaster 1 fea-
tures full support for PostScript fonts, in-
cluding automnatic kerning and text sizes
up to 400 lines tall. Users can change
font,color, shadow, and outline options on
a character-by-character basis,

The new Toaster I can also load brushes
from ToasferPaint, the Toaster 4000°s 24-
bit video paint system. Brushes and texi can
be positioned anywhere on the screen using
thel'smouse driven "drag and drop” inter-
face.

NewTek has focused significant atten-
tion on the development of LightWave 3D,
the Toaster's 3D modeling, rendering, and
animation systemn. With the introduction of
the Video Toaster 4000, the company has
added more than three hundred new fea-
tures and improvements to the sysiem.

Sales Force!

Designated Distributors Now Sole

Source for Amiga Dealers
by Bob Liddil
Tcan think of nothing worse than being Video Toaster for the Amiga 4000. Since
on the back of a bucking bull and having the ennouncement of the 4000, Toaster

the rope break. That's what it must have
felt like last month to have been an Ameri-
can Commodore Amiga dealer in the midst
of the maelstrom of rumors that were
flying about. First, Commodore America
sacked its entire sales force. Then, itclosed
every single one of its sales offices in the
USA - coast to coast! Then, without 5o
much as a word of comfort to its faithful
dealers, Commodore sat smugly back and
said nothing as the rumor mill fluciated
wildly between accoumts that “Commo-
dore is withdrawing from the US”" to
“Newtek is taking over US marketing op-
erations for the Amiga!”

When the dust cleared and the organi-
the answers that were forthcoming left just
as much apprehension as the rumors. A
spokesman for Commodore commented
that “All sales of Amiga products have
been consolidated into a distributor net-
work, eliminating the need for outside
sales representatives.” When asked about
the Newiek rumor, the spokesman said,
simply, “Commodore and Newtek are en-
tering into a joint promotional effort con-
cerning the 4000 and the 4000 Toaster.”

While CBM was busy making nervous
wrecks out of their dealers, NewTek R&D
was happily scurrying about creating 1

groupies have been salivating, waiting for
NewTek to replace the aging 2000/3000
platform base with 8 new jet-propelled
Toaster, Traditionally, in the USA, Amiga
is distinctively identified with video and
even film special effects, replacing expen-
sive graphics work stations at a fraction of
the cost. Such prestigious production com-
panies as Amblin (Steven Spiclberg) and
Lucasfilms Ltd have invested heavily in A-
4000 systems. It oaly siood to reason that
the Toaster 4000 was in the wings.

On April 18,1993, Commodore made it
official. They announced a joint marketing
initiative designed to bring the combined
marketing power of the two giants of video
effects to bear on a marketplace that mc-
cepts them as pathfinders. "The idea be-
hind the Video Toaster is 1o give ordinary
people all the teols they need to produce
television at an sffordable price.”

ORDINARY PEOPLE WITH

$5000 TO SPEND.

The fly in all this lovely ointment is
obvious, With games manufacturers aban-
doning the Amiga like wildebeests flecing
a lion, an almost completely non-existent
business software base, and only the barest
minimum of desktop publishing, Commo-

Continued on page 18.

\fID&ED
GRAPHICS

TOOLS
Six Disk Set

1) FIDEQ &
GRAPHIC TOOLS
Top Video PD & 22 Directories:
three disks of Utilities, Foms,
¥iden Fonis. Lightwave Object.
& Dizk Set '$25.00 6 Disk Set 525.00

2} ¥IDEQ TOASTER
P UTILITIES

PREMIER SOFTWARE
P Box 3782

Redwood City, CA 94064
{415) 593-1207 Fax (415) 637-0400

Continued on page 19.
?w AGA
EENIN PD SET
PEATFOLID BESTS PD
iR 4 Disk Set . a5l

J LARRY KEENAN 4} AGA #D SET 5) WORKBENCH 2.0 #) AMIGA POWER

AMIGA MATHART PDUTILS & PRGS.  The Besiof the Best! MUSIC MODULES
Amiga Graphics -  Includes FREE disk. Over 20 Programs, Amiga Music Mods
Math Art of Chaos  Three full disks of  Utillles, and Tools. Grasiast Hits - Two

compressed prgs
4 Disks $15.

Need WH 2.04-2.10 Sets Modem/Clasaic

I‘JYDLIITE Keenan.
3 Disk Sel $15.00 Single Disk $5.00 5 Disks $20 Each S0

You have questions! Premier Soffware
has answers about AMIGA Public Domain
and shareware, Shipping & Handling add
$3.00 per order. Amiga Dealers and User
Groups send for FREE CATALOG.




2 AMIGA NEWS, May 1993

Letters

G'DAY, TIM!

T have been receiving Amazing Amiga
this yegr. Since examining the issues of
Amiga News, | ohserve that you are at least
a month shead of their articles and I can
expect o receive recent editions a month
ahead of Amacing Amiga. In shoet, a sub-
scription to Amiga News is wamranted on
the basis of currency alone.

Youwill beawsare, no doubt, of the many
differences between the two publications
and I must admit to being initially wary of
your combination press releasefnews ar-
ticle format. But I'm sure I'll be able to
discern between them easily enough for
that not to be an issue.

In conclusion, 1 have decided to start
subscribing based on the expectation of
getting information about new product re-
lease more rapidly than with any other
publication. I also frequent Fidonet and
other electronic conferences and [ reckon
you' Il even be more useful (and less expen-
sive} since youwon’t be bogged down with
blather.

Tim Beard,
Wendouree, V1T, Ausiralia

ANOTHER OVERSEAS
SUBSCRIBER WRITES, ..
Amiga News was well received (at our

recent meeting) and I was able to convince
our other officers 1o incorporate Amipa
News as part of our membership benefits.
Instead of trying to sell Amiga News, all
members receive a copy of Amiga News
through us. This bas encouraged a couple
of other clubs to merge into ours, and a
third, which was not Amiga specific, had
all of their Amiga owners joining our club
as well

Steve Yanderhoef,

Japan Amiga Group

User Groups:
Send us your

Views
Amiga News is currently sceking

participants in Amiga User Groups to
send in opinions concerning hardware
or software they have used. Kudos or
slams, we want to know what you have
to say.

Send to Mini-Reviews:

C/O Amiga News

PO Box 51

Peterhorough, MH 03458

GVP Announces 1V24
Version 2.0

GV P hasrecentlyreleased version 2.0 of
its TV24 multi-functional video board. At
the heart of Version 2.0 is enhanced soft-
ware, which greatly increases the capabili-
ties of the IV24. The new MacroPaint 2.0
software features a full coloe, floating
toolbox-style interface that gives the user
the ability to move the toolbox to a more
convenient location. Also newisthe ability
t0 load and save JPEG compressed files.
Painting can bedoneon a 24-bit image,while
viewing thework in 12, 15, 18 or 21 bitsfoe
faster screen updates and lower Amiga
graphics memory requirements,
MocroPgint has added so many new fea-
turcs and enhancements that it comes with
& new,updated manual,

A pewly designed custom version of
Caligari24 gives the users many morc fea-
tures than the original. Rendering dircctly
to the IV24, Calipari24 now features an
unlimited number of light sources, hierar-
chical animation which coordinated the
maovement of complex objects with their
primitive sub-objects, and free form defa-
mation for moce realistic rendering of or-
ganic ohjects like plants and flowers. Broad-
cast rendering capabilities ensure photo
realistic representation of scencs. Like
MacroPaint, Calipari24 also comes with a
new menual.

MyLad and Deskigp Darkroom are also

inchuded in this upgrade. MyLad, a switch-
ing package, enables users to enhance their
video productions by utilizing a large num-
ber of simple, yet creative transitions be-
twaen video sources, while Deskiop Dark-
ropm offers image capture and complete
photo retouching capabilities, aswell as a
full range of special effects for image ma-
nipulation and image processing.

According 1o Bill Prescott, GVP Prod-
uct Manager, Version 2.0 represents amajor
advance in the professional capabilities of
the [V24.

"The IV24, with its huilt-in real time
frame prabber, 24-bitframe buffer, genlock,
flicker eliminator, picture-in-picture and
highly versatile VIU (Video Interface Unit)
that provides inputs for all video formats
and Full transcoding capabilities, has al-
ways been a valuable tool for the video
professional, photographer and educator,”
he notes, “And now with the addition of
this unptﬁ‘mve softwarc upgrade, the sys-
tern represents a deamatic opportunity for
these professionals to optimize their cre-
ative potential and productivity.”

A separate IV 24 upgrade kit forexisting
users began shipping at the end of March
and lists in the US for $149.

Contact: GVP, 600 Clark Avenue, King
of Prussia, PA 19406, (215) 337-8770, fax
(213) 337-9922, a
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Notes from the Nets

Rumor has it...

by Times Roman

NFIN is a collection of news, rumors,
and speculation collected from various on-
linenetworks eachmonth. Although accu-
racy is one of my goals, it's generally
difficult or impossible to verify much of
what's written here, 50 basing any deci-
sions on the information in this article is
done at your own risk

COMMODORE

DevCon i5 over, and although not roech
solid news has come out yet about what
went on there, the consensus seems to have
been that this year's developer's gei-to-
gether was the best ever. Folks were using
words like “professional” and "upbeat” in
the same sentence with the name * Commo-
dore™,

Something in the neighborhood of over
300 developers from 13 countries con-
verged on Orlando for the four day confer-
ence. Forty classw's-essm were pffered
and presentations were dlmp by Commo-
dore US management and Motorola. Crver
700 pages of documentation and four disks
were prepared for each attendee.

The unofficial title for the conference,
as mentioned in a CBM press release, was
"A New Era at Commodore”. Although
DevCon is exsentially a technical confer-
ence where developers gotolearn about the

latest new and upcoming hardware and
software and how to take ad vantage of new
developments in their own products, there
was an underlying feeling that at Jast, as
has been quoted on 87X, "Commodore has
aplan.” Unfortunately, that plan probably
didn't call for the $77.2 million loss taken
by Commaodore International in the second
quarter (ending December 31st, 1992).
Quite a few factors contributed to this, the
biggest being the cost of shuiting down &
Hong Kong manufacturing plant and mov-
ing its operations to the Phillipines. Ontop
of that, weak British currency, lower pric-
ing on the Amiga and PClines, and a sharp
drop in C64 sales also contributed. Of
course, there's the fact that although the
AGA machines weren't yet available in
quantity, everyone knew they were on the
way, 50 sales of non-AGA machines prob-
ably dried up to almost nothing,

Commodore and other sources have said
that the 4000 and especially the 1200 are
selling well bevond expectations — ap-
proximately 100,000 1200s in the
machine's first month — so expect the
third quarter's numbers to look much bet-
ter.

In 1992, in addition to the deal with
Merisel, Commuodore signed on a distribu-

tor called CEI to open the Central and
South American markets to Amiga prod-
ucts, Recently, this deal was expanded to
cover the US market as well. According io
the press release, “Primary emphasis will
be put into establishing new CEI autho-
rized dealers from the Canadian border on
the north to the southern tip of Chile in
South America”, CEI'will focus on trying
to bring Amiga machines into existing
Agple and IBM dealerships, pushing the
platform’s strengths for multimedia.

The Amiga 4200 rumor has cropped up
again; a few months ago a developer on
(GEniesaid there would be an A4200 which
was essentially 8 PCMCIA-equipped
A4000. While that particular rurnor didn 't
sound overly plaumble, the latest 4204
rumows do sound more believable. The
machine will supposedly use static column
memory to support the 68040 s burstmode,
making it somewhat faster than the 4000 at
many operations. SCS1-1Twill bestandard,
but probably in the form of the CBM plug-
incard, not on the motherboard. The 4200,
if it exists, will probably also include the
DSP/68040 processor module that's com-
ing soon from Commodore as an upgrade
for A4000 owners.

Other persistent rumors of new ma-
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chines include an 030 A4000 and an
AADDOT tower machine with two video

 slots. In fact, in some European countries

a 68EC030 based Amiga 4000 has already
begun shipping with an under $2000 price
tag.

The 3.1 operating system is coming
along well according to scattered reports
onthe subject. Among the 3.1 features will
benew display database files to allow AGA
machines to display in some previously
unavailableresolutions. These might even
include anon-interlaced B0Ox600 (but with
a small number of colors} or an interlaced
1024x 768 mode. For those whoreally want
the full power of the AGA chip set, though,
rumors from DevCon say that sometime
around the middle of the year a hardware
de-interlacer {which doubles as a 24-bit
frame buffer) will be available for A4000-
class machines, This would not only allow
all AGA resolutions to be deinterlaced, but
would actually give faster performance in
the existing non-interlaced modes because
mode promotion could be turned off.

A sure sign that the pre-AGA machines
are on the way out for good, Commoedore
announced drastic price cuts on the ma-
chines beginning February Ist. These are
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not temporary offers, but permmnent drops
in list prices.

CDTV, the 2000, and all 3000 and
30T coofigurations dropped in price
anywhere from $260 1o $2500. In addition,
the 2630 accelerator dropped from 31799
tn 51299 and the 3865X bridgeboard fell
$310 to $649. Keep in mind that these are
cnly the suggested retail costs; actual street
prices will probably be ruch lower.

The big oews from the big C= in late
Marchwas the anoouncement of the A4000/
030. This new machine, essentially an
AAG0D motherboard with 4 megs of RAM
and a 25 MHz 68EC030 on the processor
card, has garmered an almost universal
“Say what?" from the Amiga community.
The useof the EC03 instead of a full ‘030
chip has been criticized, but the the most
valid complaint about the machine is its list
price: $2399,

Commodore also showed the A4000T at
CeBIT in Germany, alomg with the 4000/
030 and the new SCSE card for A3000
and 4000 machines. The 4000T will have
5 Amiga and 4 ATbus slots in atower case,
and will come with the A4091 SCSIL-2
contratler onbeard. Noword yeton pricing
for this machine or the A40%1.

A Buropean computer magazineg re-
ported that Commodore is Jooking into
emcarporating the 3D0 technology into
future Amiga designs, especially asaCDTV
enhancement. 1f such a design could he
achieved without too much added cost or
incompatibility, it could be a real boon o
the Amiga in terms of software availability
once the 3D0 machines start shipping and
the hackers start releasing software.

AMIGA GETS NETWORKED

Now that Commodore has finalized the
SANA-II Amiga networking specification,
it"s starting to become much easier to con-
nect Amigas 10 one anothes as well as to
those inferior non-Amiga machines out
there. Commodore’sown AS225 network-
ing software is said to be nearing a major
new release, alongwith a companion pack-
age called Envoy. It has alio been stated
that at least three companies are working
on Amiga drivers for various PCMCIA

German developer VillageTronic is
bringing several new nerworking products
tothemarket, The firstis the Liana.device,
a software driver which will allow usars to
use any SANA-T compliant software to
connect Amigas via the paraliel poct. This
iz similar to the popular ParNet (in fact, it
can use the same cable), but offers the
flexibility of being able to run other net-
work protocols, The paralle]l port isn't
exactly a high speed connection, but for
those on a budget, the Liana might be a
good solution. Optional data compression
is available to speed transfers.

VillageTronic's other new product is
the Ariadne, a Zoero I network card based
oit technology which offers theoretical raw
transfer rates of 20 megabits per second
{twice ethernet). The boards use a SANA

II driver with optional data compression
capability. No price was mentioned in the

press releases for either of these products,
and it' scurrently unclear when/if they”Jl be
available in the US.

Although not exactly network related, a
new product has entered the arena of multi
serial and parallel port boards for the
Amiga. In direct competition with GVF’s
/O Extender. Scoit Advanced
a rmiti-port Zooro 11 card featuring two
nine-pin serial ports and a bidirccrional
parallel port, The serial ports have 16-byte
butfers (5o fast transfers with them will eat
upless CPU time}. Baud rates on the serial
ports can range upto 691,200, Triceratops
should be available in March at a list price
of $125.

REAL CLOSE ENCOUNTER
OR USENET HOAX?

Arather lengthy post appeared on usenet
in late March from a user in Aunstralia who
claimed to have seen a beta version of anew
Amiga, probably based on the ahead-of-
schedule high end beyond-AGA chip set.
Hecalled themachine a ‘non-descript look-
ingtower’ running Workbench41.124 ithe
3.0 WBis version 39 point something) on
a screen with an estimated 1280x1024
resolution,

The post goes on 10 describe numerous
changes to the Workbench, including ani-
mated backdrops (optional, of coursel),
changes in the functonality of icons, win-
dow dragging and resizing without the
‘rubber bands’ we're used 1o, ete. The OS
itsclf, claimed the writer, supporied data
compression. ‘The machine had sample
full-motion video files and a player on it,
alony with video capture software that was
used to do real-time video capture on the
stock machine, A program called
"SoundMachine” offered sample playback
in B or 15 bits at rates as high as 100 KHz.
Looking inside the machine revealed a
small daughterboard which tied together
the CPU board and several others. The
poster claimed that the machine was pow-
ered by none other than a Motorola 68060.

'Was this all a joke, like meany similar
posts in the past? Probably, but it's all
harder 1o discern this time because Com-
modore has been nice enough to supply us
with some meel infermation on the next
generationchip sets, and the article’ s claims
seem to be in line with what CBM sayz the
new chips will be capable of. The 68060
chip still hasn't shipped, but it's qguite
possible (and likely) that early version of it
have been released to hardwarc developers
B3 engineering samples to start geiting
their machines ready for the chip’s official
release sometime late this year or in early
"84, It's even possible that the new Amiga
chips arc far enough along to put them into
& sample machine for developers to work
with. My question i3, how did one of these
machines, even if they exdst, get to aback
reom in some university in Auvstralia?

So if this usenet post shows up as a text
file on your local BBS, don't take it too
seriously. Think of it more a5 a fictional
glimpse of what the future of the Amiga
might look like.

GRAPHICAL GROWTH

Some news has gotten out about the
features of the upcoming Liphtwave 3D
upgrade. Thisnew version will add special
flicker-reducing anti-aliasing, mation blur,
depth of field, lens flare, splines, boolean
operators, and something called *bones’ -
objects thatinfluence objects they ' re touch-
ing or near. Rendering times have been
sped up signifcantly.

In other Togster-related news, Sunrize
has released new modules for their ADS16
and AD1012 sound cards which will allow
16- and 12-bit sound tracks to be synchro-
nized with Teaster transitions,

GVF's ImagelX and Cinemorph soft-
ware have doae quite well in the market
despite the newness of the products and the
tough competition they face A new
ImageFX upgrade released in late January
provides improved AGA support, infinte
zoom, point naming and locking, “regional
dissolve™, and OpalVision support. Repis-
tered owners should have recerved their
free upgrades by now.

Rombo Productions, a UK company,
has brought their popular Vidi-Amicavideo
digitizer o the Americas. This product can
digitize video in less tham one second.
Unlike NewTek’s aging DigiView, Vidi
workson any Amigaand supports the AGA
graphics modas,

Thelist of high-resolution, Workbench-
compatible display devices is prowing,
though they're still tough to find on this
side of the Atlantic. ‘The latest of these is
Figasso from VillageTronics. Picasse fea-

tures diplays of up to 1280x1024 in 16 ~

colorsfrom a 262,000-color palette, 55,000
colors on screen at B00x600 or below, and
true 24 bit at 640x480. Picasso is a Zorro
I card and features its own on-board blitter
andl 2 megs of graphhics RAM. Picasso
uses standard 2.0 display database drivess
to allow any 2.0-compliant program to
work, and the software is smart enough to
autematically switch back and focth from
Amiga displays to Picasso displays on the
same monitor, Video and genlock capa-
bilities are planned as future add-ons,
Viona Sofrware has released a demo
version of its EGS device-independent
graphics libraries. Included are drivers for
ECS and AGA displays, programming
documentation, and some sample tools and
simple programs. EGS drivers currently
exist for the GVE EGS 110724 and TV24,
Rainbow I and IT], Visiona, ColorMaster,
ard Doming boards. Softwarc must bhe
written specifically to take advantage of
EG3, but any program so written will run
on any of these devices. While the EGS
solution doesn’t offec the flexibility of the
ong that's supposedly in the works at Com-
modore, it's & decent start toward device
independence, especially asdrivers for more
display devices are added.
HARDWARE NEWS
Microbotics has already upgraded i3
MBX-1200 RAM and math coprocessor
beard for the 1200. The new board, the
1200z, comes equipped with a real-time
clock to correct ome of the 1200°s rather
blatant shortcomings. The 1200z starts at
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$149 (with no co-processor and 0K, user
rspufatable), and the clock hardware itself
is available as the "12 0'Clock” boerd for
any 1200 at a list price of $34.95.

Thilities" Unlimited's Emplant emula-
tion system keeps getting more powerful in
its Mac¢ emulation incamation. Version
2.0 of the software has been released, and
now includes full support for the A4000/
040. By the time you read this, an AGA
video driver should be available that will
provide 256-color displays, orup to 32,000
colows using HAMS mode. The promised
drivers for third party display devices are
also on the way. The latest news on the
Al200 PCMCIA Emplant is that it will
featuwre SCSI and serial ports but no on-
board memory.

Two new salvos have been fired in the
Image Processing war in the Amiga com-
munity. Both ASDG and Black Belt Sys-
tems have annouwnced major upgrades to
their sofrware,

The major new features in ASDG's
ADPrg 2.3 (available as a $50 upgrade o
current ADPro owners) include support for
the Toaster framestore format, adirect link
to DPaint and 1o the OpalPaint softwane
that comes with OpalVision. FRED has
been improved, and the package now comes
with a pumber of ARexx Scripts 1o add
additional functionality by sulomating
multi-step processes.

ASDG has also acquired KludgeCode
Software, andhas expanded that company s
TRexx Toaster control sofrware for easy
generation of ARexx scriptsforuse with not
only the Teaster but ADPro, MorphPlus,
PixelID, Studip 16, and more.

Black Belt's fmageMasier version 9.50
has also begun shipping, New in this
updat are features such as Epson flatbed
scanner support, improved AGA display
(including 80x600 resolution), and nu-
merous new importfexport capabilities.
Theseinclude clipboard, 24-bit TIFF, AGA
anims, windows BMP, autodesk FL1 ani-
mations, PCX, and Amiga infofiles, Other
new features include an improved AGA
pallette selector, OpalVision support, sci-
entific operators, and new ARexr com-
mands. New 3D packages coming soon
promise to take Amiga ray iracing, model-
ling, and animation to new levels. AdSpec
Programming's Aladdin 2.1 (a free up-
grade toregistered Aladdin 30 owners) has
added AGA support and up to a 7x speedup
over its predecessor.  Other new features
include new grouping capabilities and line
types and suppori for the import of Ard
Expression files,

Real3D 2.0, which might just be poised
to give Lightwave a challenger, should be
available very scon at a price of around
$600.

In the realmof graphics hardware, Cen-
taur Development has announced that thres
new modules for its OpaiVision 24-bit dis-
play board will be available this spring at a
price of $995 each. These include the
Video Processor (giving OpalVision
Toaster-like capabilities), a rack-mounted
audio-video mixing unit called CpalVision
Suite, and the Scan Rate Converter which
will de-interlace all Amiga and OpalVision

output, as well as serving as a Time Base
Comector,
GETTING PRODUCTIVE...

Micro-Systems software has announced
Excellence! version 3. This upgrade sports
a 2.0-style interface (with continued 1.3
support), ARexx, multiple language spell
checker, speech, timed saves,
Compugraphic font support, and a gram-
mar checker. Upgrades 1o registered users
are $39.95, and the package lists for $99.95.

Phasar Home Accounting version 4.00is
now available. Features includea hypertent
sysiem, date and address organizer, and
modules for budgeting, reports, and tax
information. Upgrades from older ver-
sions are available direct from the manu-
facturer, Temific Corporation.

«+.BUT NOT TOO
FRODUCTIVE

MNews from the gaming world is a mixed
bag this month.

The bad news is that Maxis {of “Sim"
fame) has announced that A-Train Con-
struction Sef will beits last Amiga product.
In a public letter posted to the internet,
Maxis VP of Product Development Joe
Scirica essentially said that the return on
their Amiga games was noi sufficient fo
continue development. DOS salesfor Maxis
products are literally about 104 times more
than Amiga products. The letter was care-
ful to point out, though, that piracy was not
an issue in the decision: “it is just 2s much
of a problem on the other platforms as it is
on the Amiga.”

MicroProse has apparently decided 10
“indefinitely suspend” development of the
AGAversionof Civilization. Therumored
reasoning behind this is that the game is too
large for BBOK floppies, and CBM has
equipped the 1200 with neither high den-
sity floppy drivenor, in the UK. hard drive.
(The controller is built onto every A1200
matherboard, but apparently Commodore
UK hasfor some odd reason decided to wait
before releasinga pre-configuredhard drive
equipped versicn and seems to be actively
discouraging dealers there from setting up
their owm!)

Om a happier note, the US market will
shortly be seetng several new games from
Ocean, including Cpool World, Lethal

' Weapnon 3, and others.

Psygnosis has released a demo of en
upcoming new game called Hired Guns. If
the final release of the game is anything
like the demo, a lot of people will have a
tough time believing it's from Psygnosis.
Thereason? It's hard drive installable, not
copy protected, and runs under the most
recent versions of the 05! InHG the player
tukes control of four future mercenaries
performing various services that generally
invlolve exploration andfor combat. HG
resembles a sort of futuristic Dungeon
Master style game, but with one crucial
difference: each character acts indepen-
dently. In other words, the player must
control four different characters who could
be acting or interacting in separate loca-
tions. If Psygnosis really does release this

game HD installable and free of copy pro-
tection, I'll be the first to salute them for
taking this big step, and I'tl actually buy my
first Psygnosis game.

For role-playing fans, Magic Matrix has
released Digital Dungeon, a program geared
towards assisting the referees in various
role-playing games. The software can be
used to design maps and monsters and to
easily keep track of the progress of games
without extensive paperwork.

MORE THAN WORDS CAN
SAY

Softwood has anmounced Release 2 of
their popular Final Copy If word proces-
sor. This version addresses the biggest
complzint about previous FC releases; the
lack of support fior any but the rare Nimbus
fonts. FCIT-2, a$20 upgrade, now supports
Adobe type I fonts and Compugraphic out-
line fonts.

THE 1200 MARCHES ON...

The Amiga 1200 continves tosell wildly
in Europe and not half badly here in the US.
Rumors of multi-month backlogs abound.

Commodore and other sources have said
that 1200 is selling well beyond expecta-
tions — approximately 100,000 1200s in
the machine's first month - so expect the
third quarter's numbers to look much bet-
ter.

Hopefully when the initial buying furor
dies down, Commodore will send the A600
theway of the Plus/4 and make the 1200 the
new low end Amiga, with an even lower
price 1o match.

In the meantime, 1200-specific hard-
ware is set to start popping up everywhere.
Current rumars call for products from
prominent Amiga companies to be on the
shelves by late spring, joining GVP,
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Microbotics, and others in the race for the
A1200 market,

Although no real detsils are yet avail-
gble, Microbotics has plans to release gev-
eral other A1200 hardware products along
with their 12 A'Clock and MBX-1200
devices. Expect to see acceleration and
SCSI from them at the very least.

THE OUTSIDE WORLD

Atari's Falcon, the supposed Amiga
killer [now where have we heard that one
before?) has apparently started 1o trickle
into the market in some paris of Earope.
Apparently though, Atari goofed with the
Falcon's price even worse than Commo-
dore poofed with that of the 4000/030.
After 1alking about a 49%-pound price tag
{to compete with similar pricing on the
A1200), Atari has announced the real list
prices for the machine: £599 for 2 2 meg,
floppy-only machine, £799 for a 4 meg
Falcon, and £999if you wani a buili-in hard
drive, Incontrast, the A1200 currently lists
in the £350-400 range for the base ma-
chine.

Manx has annouced that development
of the Aztec C compiler for the Amiga has
been frozen indefinitely. Whether this
means they'll continue io release bug fixes
is unclear. Manx has lost 2 good bit of
ground 1o i1s competitor SAS/C in recent
years, and the pressure has apparently made
Aztec C no longer profitable.

SAS will soon be seeing some new
competition, though.Mant Dillon's
shareware DICE C compiler will very
shortly be available in commercial form,
and lots of folks out there have such respect
for Matt's programming skills that they’ll
buy it sight unseen. There are also new C
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and C++ compilers coming from Maxon in
Gemmany. Of course, full-fledged GNU C
and C++ compilers have been available for
some time in the public domain.

Of interest to some programmers might
be the pew PD language “E”; while the
language currently has some limitations
that make it unsuitable for large projects
{zuch as the fact that the compiler doesn't
support multiple modules of source code),
it's a rather easy language to get stared
with. For instance, opening a window re-
quires far less code than a similar operation
in C would.

Looking for a good removable storage
media? You might want to take a look at
SyQuest's new 3.5" 105 meg removable
drives. SyQuestclaimsa 13 ms scoess fime
and up to a theorctical (read: don't expect
1o see it happen in the real world) 4 megs/
second transfer speed, making as fast as
many fixed hard drives. The IDE version
is already shipping and the SCSI version
willbe available shortly. Predicted pricing
ranges from $500-1000 for the drive; I'd
guess af the Jower end of that scale,

Bemember NuTek? NuTek, not
NewTek, They'rethefolks whoafew years
back promised cloned Mac ROMS Real
Soon Now, Apparenty they've finally
made some progress; they've announced
the impending release of the NuTek Duet,
amachine which they claim will be able to
run both MS-DOS and Mac software by
using both a 485 and a 68030 on the
motherboard. The base machine (without
case, monitor, or drives) will list for 3899,
The real catch here is that reports say that
only about 60 of Mac sofrware is compat-
ible with the NuTek ROMs, Applications
thatfail include {notsurprisingly) just about
everything ever written for the Mac by
MicroSoft. Tt seems to me that certain
Amiga Mac emulators do a much better

Intel is officially shipping the Pentiurm
now, but for the time being it will only
trickle out in small numbers and go into
rather expensive machines. Word is out
thatinreal world performance the Pentium
is only about 30%% faster than the 486 when
it's not nmning Pentium-specific code;
puiting it onio existing motherboard de-
signs will make it even slower. Clone
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builders are having to invest in designing
new motherboards to get any real speed
boost. They're also waiting for Intel's
Pentium-supporting PCI local bus stan-
dard to be finished... this, of course, will
compete with the VESA local bus as an
incompatible second *standard” in the al-
ready confusing clome marker.

(h, and the claims about Pentium being
a64-bit chip are not totally true. Ithasa64-
bit data bus, but the main purpose for this
is to boost the efficiency of its internal
cache by getting data there faster. The
instructions themselves (except for float-
ing point commands) all still operatc on
32-bit chunks of data.

AMIGA IN THE NEWS

The tecent announcement of the up-
ooming new Amiga. info magazinehasbeen
followed up by news of yet another publica-
tion starting up. MicroMiga, formerly a
large Amiga mail-order form, has put its
sales busincss aside to begin publishing
Amiga Explorer. This quarterly magazine
will feature hardwarc and software re-
views, techinical articles, and information
on PD and shareware sofrware and online
services.

Commeodore’s name was actually men-
tioned twice in a recent issue of PC Week
{better kmown amongst Amiga users as
“PCWeed", “PC Weak”, etc). Inan article
about the Apple/IBM spinoff Kaleida ne-
potiating with Toshiba to include its mul-
timedia software in some upcoming CD-
ROM devices that company is planning to
market. The article mentioned that Com-
modore 1s the prime competitor for with
Kaleigaforthe Toshibacontract, Of course,
nothing was said of Commodore other than
its name; no mention of the Amiga, of what
strengths and weaknesses Commodore' s
proposal might have vs. Kaleida's. The
rest of the erticle went on to describe
Kaleida's history, plans, and products.

The other Commodore mention was a
predictable one. Commodore introduces
newmachines, new architecturcs, new com-
mitment: PC' Week and its brethren either
ignore it or never hear about it. But Com-
modore posts a 77 million dollar loss, and
it suddenly becomes news worth printing. .

Jerry Pournelle of Byfe magazine's
“Chaos Manor' column is a favorite target
for griping and ridicule among some Amiga

users, and some of that is perhaps deserved.
On the other hand, though, Jerry has put in
good words for the Amiga now and then,
while most so-called professional journal-
ists don't bother to acknowledge its exist-
engce.

Inthe April Byte, Jercy gives areal boost
to the Amiga and to Commodore by pre-
senting them with an Orchid {that s Jerry's
way of saying “good work™) for the im-
provements over thepast year, Hesays that
“Commodore is back with a vengeance”
and have “begpun aggressive marketing of

their Amiga line.” While falling short of
recommending it as a primary machine for
everyone, he calls it an "ideal second ma-
chine for computer enthusiasts” and said
that Commodore has a chance to rise to
rival Apple.

On a slightly different note, take a look
at the May issue of Popular Elecironics,
where in an article about multimedia, the
Atari CDTV is mentioned as having found
a gmall niche among Atari users, Does
anyone else see the subtie piece of misinfor-
mation in that sentence? a
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FREE CROSSINGS SAMPLE
Deland Ediloral Services
P.O. Box 1080
New York NY 10028-0007

For more info, call : {212) 369-8137

o Software fips .
® Usert’ experlences




New Goodies For Your
Amiga 1200
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How My Computer Made Me a Cheat
and a Liar

by Camille C. Lenning

“Nothing here that a normally intelli-
gent 12-year old couldn't have solved,” he
murmured as he slipped the program cas-
sette into my computer. I flushed with
anger and made rude signals with my
fingers under the table. Desmond was an
ex-lover. We hadn't seen one another for
months and he wouldn’t be here now if 1

hadn't been desperate for help with my
compuler.

I had embarked upon the PC adventure
with stars in my eyes, having watched in
awe as Desmond, in happier times, had
flashed text onto the screen, made correc-
tions like magic, caused whole paragraphs
to leap from place to place and produces a

word-perfect copy on his printer, Who
wouldn't have been impressed! 1 felt
ashamed of the manuscripts | was tuming
out on my ald electronic typewriter — cut,
pasted, stapled, scratched out, arrowed in,
I could sce how sordid and inefficient they
were,

“Get a computer,” Desmond urged.
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"You'll love it."

I followed his advice. All went well but
it soon became obvious that I could no
longer work at the dining room table. Un-
like my typewriter, which could be stashed
away in an instant when the dining room
was to be used for its designated purpose,
the computer, with its many accessories
was all over the place.

“Youneed another piece of furniture,” |
rcluctantly admitted. The only thing I could
afford, described as a “Computer Center”,
had to be assembled. When a young man
loaded it effortlessly into my car, the pack-
age was 30 neat and compact 1 couldn’t
believe that everything was in there.

Back in my garage, | attempted to re-
mowve it and found that it was either solid
rock or had someone become bolted to the
tloor. 1 positioned myself in the doorway of
my car, braced my back against one side,
my foot against the other and heaved with
all my might. The carton moved one-six-
teenth of an inch. ] went away and had acup
of coffee,

Should 1 drive back and pick up the
young Hercules who had put it in there and
gel him to remove it, or was there some
other way? There was. 1 returned with a
sharp knife, slit open the package, ex-
iracted the wood piece by piece and stacked
it in a neat pile.

According to the instructions, all that
was required to assemble the Computer
Center was a screw driver and a hammer,
both of which [ possessed. But when 1 look
al the heap of lumber and saw the number
of screws that had to be inserted, [ realized
I would need another pair of hands.
Desmond had come to mind. Too bad we
were no longer secing one another.

In the meantime, 1 had been having
serious problems with the computer itself.
Itwas doing wanton, stubborm things, espe-
cielly when I was in a hurry, Now T had a
deadline to meet but for several days I had
produced almast nothing. Why? Because
of this answer 1o every writer's prayer, this
labor-saving device, this clever, efficient,
god-dammed word processor that seemed
determined to thwart me at every.tum,
That's why!

Again, Desmond came o mind. After
all, he gotme into this mess. It seemed only
fair that he should get me out. So I buried
my pride and called him, His response was
unfriendly, After the way [ had treated him
when we broke up, I couldn't really blame
him.

“Don’t you have the instructions?" he
asked coldly.

“Yes, but I can’t follow them,” T admit-
ted humbly, “and you're so wonderfully
knowledgeable about these things — Des.”

“I'd like to help you,” he assurcd me,
softening a little, but I'm extremely busy at
the moment.”



“lunderstand,” I responded soothingly,
"Anyway, Desmond, it's nice to hear your
voice and, in spite of our differences, I'd
like to know how much I've always ad-
mired you. In fact, just the other day [ was
thinking about you and wondering if you
would mind # T put you in the book I'm
writing — the one being delayed by this

little problem I'm having,” | knew Desmond |
longed to be in one of my books. Heusedto |
tozs out carefully phrased remarks tailored

to fit whatever I happened to be working on
—obviously intended 1o qualify him as the
wilty, urbane life of the story. Actually, he
was already in one of them-—but as himself
— a rode he could be relied upon never 1o
Tecognize,

He was still wavering about coming
over when I remembered how Desmomnd
loves to eat. So I mentionad — casually —
that I was preparing somcthing special for
dinner — “Noisettes de Cheveenil.” T am
probably the world's worst cook and 1
didn’t have the slightest idea what
“Noisettes de Chevreuil” was — it was in
i restaurant review lying beside the 1ele-
phone —but Twas confident that Dresmond
wouldn'tknow either, Later, whenTlooked
itupandfound that it was vonison, and that
there was no way of oblainmg the basic
ingredient unless I wentout and shot a deer,
Twished I had thought of something elsc,

In any event, it tipped the balance,
Desmond fmally came and that he was
making excellent progress, easily solving
the problems that, tome, had seemed insur-
moyntable, Unfortunately, he was already
beginning to swagger with self-assurance
atmy obvicus dependence upon him and to
treat me as though [ were sericusly re-

tarded. But that was the price so T buttoned |

my lip,

explained to me &t length and to his satis-
faction, T broke the news about the Com-
puter Center.

“It shouldn't take long," 1 said off-
handedly. “Just a matter of putting in a few
screws.” Four hours and several nasty ar-
guments later, we finally had it assembled.
1t didn’t secm important that they were
three screws left over until we stood it op.
Ome section sagged alarmingly. We found
the holes for the additional screws and
Desmond, obvicusly fed up with the whole
thing, inserted them. At keast, he fed to
insert them. As] pointedout, they werenot
completely in.

*It’'s OK," he said shortly. “That's as far
asthey'll go.” I'was dubious. 1 didn "t want
ta leave them that way and I said 50, He
tried again — without success,

“Let me try,"” I suggested.

"Are you kidding?"

“Ciive mc the screwdriver," insisted,
He flung it atme with an amused sneer. But
Desmond had forgotten about my trusty
tennis arm, [twasn't easy, but Imanaged a
half turn and thean, leaning into it, another.
Desmond’s expression hardened. T knew
that each turn of the screw was driving an
unbridgeable gulf between us but, in spite

When he had everything working and |

of — or perhaps because of — this, I kept
at it. The screw was finally all the way in,
snugly flush with the wood and I started on
the others, [ didn't look at Desmond, 1
didn't need to. The air crackled with loath-
ing ansd disgust. Now, they were all in.

“"That made you feel pretty good, didn’t
it?" he snarled, jumping up and letting the
piece we had been working on fall on my
foot.

“Don’tbesilly, Desmond,™ Iresponded,
checking my toes to see of they would still
berd. “It"snotmy fault if T'm stronger than
you are.” That did it! He puffed up like an
over-ripetomato, ready to burst and spatter

HRTREE

T

all aver the place.

“You're an Amazon!” he shouted. “4
bossy, overbearing Amazon! And you al-
ways wili be!” I was wogdering if I could hit
him on the head with the hammer and
make it look like an accident. when he
bounded over to the closet, retrieved his
coat, and stomped out, slamming the door
behind him,

How unfortunate, T mysed, that our day
should have ended so unpleasantly. On the
otherhand, he had accomplished just about
everything I had in mind — and now [
wouldn't have to kill a deer for his supper.
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If you have a
new Amiga

product, tell
us about it!

our

Spaceship
Awaits! _
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Control the Universe on your Amiga!
Distant Suns will t r computer Into a Desktop
Hmmﬁ!mm&amfwwmm“

Interest in or astronomy. It ks so casy to use that
mljr will be traveling to Distant Suns!

your whole
FEATURES

» Realiticall displays the night sy from 4713 B.C. to 10,000 AD.,

# Digplays up to 10,000 stars {eqpandable to 250,0007, 2,000
gataxies, nebulas and star clusteeg

» fdove your viewpont from earth ot imo the solar sestem

» Addel wouut fanvtarite fuill-cobor digitized space images

» Comes with 24 bage images and over 200 smaller deep sky
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& Add new comets and astermids 2 they ane discovered

* Rearodune eclipses, show krar phases

Desp Sky objects and expansion stars avallabis.

he
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Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade
The most collectible MousPad $10 can buy!

Bring the world of high adventure to your desk with this fantastic Indiana Jones and The Last Crusade commemorative
MousPad printed in luxurious four color splendor. Twice as thick as ordinary mouse pads, the Indiana Jones and the Last
Crusade MousPad is topped with a spill proof laminate that allows your mouse ball to bite for good traction, while retaining
the spectacular good looks that makes it unique.

Get yours now before they are all gone! Call Right Away for your Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade MousPad

CALL 1-800 969-0998 Extension-111

Order now and get a YOUNG INDIANA JONES CHRONICLES MousPad ghsolutely free!!
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CHRONICLES

The adventure of a lifetime. ———-w!
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Young Indiana Jones Chronicles Mouspad
Commemorates the boldest new show on Network Television!
GET THIS MOUSE PAD FREE with purchase of collectible Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade Mouspad
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Amiga Artists on the Air

by Terry Kepner

Rather than just tell you what artists are
domng, Wilow Mixed Media shows you.
They provide video tepes in which the
artists describe and demonstrate what they
do, how they do it, and the part the Amiga
plays in their work.

ROBERT ANDERSON

Thetape] reviewed wasnumber eightin
the series, covering the work of Robert
Anderson, who discovered the Amiga in
1986, Inthe thirty-minute tape, this profes-
sional painter and graphic designer ex-
plains how he uses the Amiga as an elec-
tronic skefchpad to rough out how he wants
his finished piece to appear.

Robert uses art from history (such asby
Bottecelli or from the Sistine Chapel) as a
basis for his woek, reinterpreted inhis own
style. After scanning in & painting with
Digiview, he uses Digipaint and
Phatonpainf 10 add cclors and textures,
overlaying and intermixing sections to cre-
ate anew artwork. Thisis where the Amiga
azsists him. Tt lets him experiment with
different effects, using the UNDHO feature
o recover from resulis he doesn’t Like.

One of the results of using the Amiga
has been the discovery that he like the
gridded, squared-off format as a theme; to
take a piece, enlarge it, and make it a big
puzzle. This is definitcly something he was
not interested in prior o biz use of the
-Amiga, Several of his works have been

The Analog Link

When flight simulators frat came
out on the Amiga, the keyboard,
digital Joysticks, or a mouse was

reducedtoachildren’s hand-held 4x7 slide-
puzzle, and produced in Limited-edition,
numbered runs.

Healsoproduces lapel pins. Theseorigi-
nally started as puzzle picces with a pin on
the back and dangles added. Now he cx-
pressly creates pins designed on the Amiga.

Although he uses an Amigatocreate his
art, it is only a= a skeich. He produces the
final art using traditional painting tech-
nigues.

He currently uses I'V-FPaint and a HAM-
E board to output the “sketch” 1o a Polarcid
Palette film recorder, creating a negative
that he blowsupio “. .. afgirly large size.”
Working from that photograph 1o canvas,
he paints in aerylic, with some airbrush
technique, to produce a traditional piece of
art, But sl in the block format,

Onthe average, Robert takes each sketch
through enywhere from twenty to fifty steps
before outputting the results for transfer-
ence to canvas. This last step is the longest,
taking about a month to finish the piece.

In thelast ten minutes of the tape Robert
takes us through the processes he uses to
create an image, one step, in his sketchpad
approach. Here he reveals that he has writ-
ten his own Arexx seripts for the Ham-E to
customize the cutting of images, and solar-
izing and coloring them, Fortunately, he
says, that cven though he knew nothing
sbout creating scripts, programming, or
Arexk, using Argxy isso simplethat he only
spent asmall amount of time creating these
customizations. He only hed 1o learn what
he needed, he could ignoce those sections
thet didn't affect what he wanted done.

CRITICISMS

Most of the tape takes place as one long
interview, and gives the feeling that it was
done as one long, single take. It has thst
awful “atking-heads” look thet bores people
quickly, and uses very poor camera work. It
could easily be improved by showing more
examples of Robert’s finished works as he
talks instead of focusing on his face. Simi-
larly, 1 would have liked 1o sce more ex-
arnples of his “sketches” at varioes points
irt his process.

PRODUCTS & PRICES

Willow Mbred Media currently has thir-
teen tapes, with lengths of 27 to 30 minutes.

They are:

fxaac & Raphael Abrams, a father-son
team who creete images and anima-

tions,

Tobe Carey, a videp maker who demon-
strates Broadeas Titler 2, TV-Text, and
Pro-Video Post.

Regina-Bartley Crogs, an artist and sculp-
tor.

Hene Astrahan, anist and praphic designer.

Mark Smith, sward-winning artist and ani-
mator,

8 Artists, a compilation of examples of
work from Paul Gurcules, Aaron Marks,
Michael Fisher, Vineent Morano, Jr.,
Raymond St. Denis, David Brothets,
and The Grants.

Ellen Powil former textile designer, who
sharcs her graphics and titles created for
her cable TV program “Woodstock Ar-
chives."

4 Artists, Florence Ormezzano, Peier
Babula, Matt McElligot and Keith share

How Artists Use Their Amigas

their work,

Kevin Smith, shares animations and stills
that illuminate themix of healthy bodies
and computer art.

Larry Keenan, commercial special-effects
phoiographer and Amiga artist shares
his illustrations and amimations,

Perry Kivolowitz, ASDG founder and
president tells how he pot started wath
computers and built the company whose
name has become synonymous with
Amiga image processing,

Review Plus, review of ChromaKey Pius;
video artfrom Lynn Pocock-Williams, a
Neural Metwork model from Arhur T.
Murray, and more,

All Tapes are VHS and cost 515, For
more information, contact, Willow Mixed
Media, Inc, P.O. Box 194, Lennox Ave.,
Glenford, NY 12433, (314) 657-2914.
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the only way to fiy your aircrafl.
This gave the computer an
advantage because you could not
fly as you would in thereal world.
Afreraft, automobiles, and
weapons are analog. Glwe your

a touch of the real world,
Get the original Analog Link [rom
~Nicholas McIntyre (@ good
company). Fly Fighter Duel Pra
(Jaeger Software], Birds of Prey
[Argonaut Software], Knights of
the Sky, F-15 Sirike Eagle I
[Microprose], and any other fight
simulation with analog joystick
optons as they should be flown
with a clone joystick [ike CH
Products, Flight Stick). The
Analog Link connects between
eny clone analog joystick and the
Amiga to glve you true flying
satisfacton.

YOUR AMIGA SKILLS
CAN HELP CHANGE
LIVES!

Through our workshops and
projects for abused and
underprivileged children.
Become one of our “Amiga
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DOUBLE BARREL

PERFORMANCE FOR
YOUR AMIGA 1200/

CSA'S
ONE BOARD SOLUTION
SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE
INGLUDES SGSI CONTROLLER
50 MHZ BURST MODE ACCELERATOR
UP TO 32 MBS OF RAM AND
NETWORKING OPTION
ALL ON ONE BOARD!
Now you can animate, paint, render and run faster with a full 50 mhz

burst mode accelerator.

L2 g

Now you can run memory Intensive programs like Vista Pro™ and
The Art Depariment™

dekeke

Also, you can network your Amiga computers and share resources
like memory, hard drives and ports with CSA's optional networking

controller

(50 MHZ 68030 with SCsI)

Only $699

Computer Systems Associates
7564 trade street
San Diego, CA 92121

Phone # (619) 566-3911 / FAX (619) 566-0581

Amiga is a registered trademark of Commodore all trademarks are property of thelr respective companiles




Amiga
Artists, Take
Note!

International
Multimedia Art
Competition

Artfolio has recently announced it an-
nual multimedia competition, All artists
are invited o take advantage of this excit-
ing opportunity. “The advantages of enter-
ing this competition are numerous,” says
Rachel Golan, founder of Artfolio. “Ttisthe
mosteconomical way for artists worldwide
to gain support and recognition as well as
exposure to the general public, collectors,
gallery owners and critics.

Judged categories include: painting,
drawing, pastels, sculpture, printmaking,
illustration, icons, watercolor, mixed me-
dia, cartoon art, computer art, miniature
art, photography, holography, clay, glass,
fiberftextiles, paper, furniture, wood, jow-
elry, metalwork and stone/marble,

Entries will be judged by & panel which
meludes Susan Kismaric, curator of the
Museum of Modem Art, New York: Dou-
glas Hyland, director of the San Antonio
Museum of Art; and Kathleen Derringer,
curator of The Discovery Museum in Con-
necticut.

The top 60 entrants will be on display at
a "Winners Exhibition” held in Art 54
Gallery, Soho, New York from December
8-26, 1993, Grand prize winner will re-
ceive a $5000 prize.

All requests for enfry forms must be
called in, faved, or postmarked no later
thanJuly 31, 1993. Contact: Aryana Nolan,
Artfolio, Art Department, 500 Summer
51, Suite 206, Stamford, CT (6901, (203}
359-4422, (B00) 359-9531, fax (203) 975
D266,

[
When You Get A Guru.

Reach For

S.T. U.

THe AmIGA SySTEM
DiagNosTIC

Measure your system and test it
with STU. STU, the memory and
disk diagnostic for all Amigas.

Only $34.95
Plus $3 Shipping and Handiing
Custom Services
P.0O. Box 254

Moorestown, NJ
08057

Welcome to the

Imagine Cafe

Coffee, Burgers and Irmagine spoken

haosted by Ted Vandever

Imagine a place where Amiga anima-
tors meet and discuss methods for 3D cre-
ation. This would be a place where pecple
from all over the world of Amiga would
stop by for coffee, & Danish and a litle
conversation on what they aredoing. Maybe
the discussion would take the form of anew
tip or technique. Perhaps someone would
need a litfle advice to sieer them inthe right
direction. Imagine this as a place where
experts and hobbyists hold equal standing.
This place has no physical substance, no
parking lot or sign. It is located in the
newspaper you arc holding in your hands.
‘It is a place out of the mind, known as
“Imagine Cafe".

It is about 5 o' clock in the afternoon and
the crowd will be coming in socn. [ have
just enough time to clean the place up, wipe
the counter and put away the glasses. I like
this time of day. It gives me a chance to
relax and look forward to meeting new
people.

Looking over the counter top, 1 notice
that it has a little shine to it. The specular
is very high, 255 for all three primary
colors. The coler of the wood is a light
brown. There is more red than any other
color, a setting of 182 red, 100 green and 0
blue is about right. The blending of colors
18 a medium value of 120. The hardness of
the wood is soft, maybe 80 or so.

I spot a few loft over glasses at one end
of the counter end pick one up to wipeit off,

WHEN YOU START TO
LOOK AT THINGS AND
WONDER WHAT THEIR
ATTRIBUTES ARE, YOU

KNOW YOU ARE A 3D

FANATIC.
[ ESE e e

It becomes very shiny and smooth. It is
transparent, butdistorted slightly, Mmmm,
must be that the index of refraction is
turned upto about 1.66, Since glassisclear,
there's no color. As a matter of {act, the
filter end specular are set way up on all
these values. As glass is a hard material,
190 seemns appropriate.

Yep, that's the magic of fmagine Cafe.
One secs things differently here. You look
at something and it takes on 2 whole new
meaning. See thosc checks on the ficor? 1
bet you they're 16. When you start to look
at things and wonder what their attribuies
are, you know you are a 3D fanatic. Itis an
obsession with everyone here at the cafe. It
sticks to your ribs like grits for breakfast.
You can't stop thinking about it.

How can you tell if you area 3D fanatic?
Glad you asked that. Here are some ques-
tions, Has it been more than a week since
youlooked up from your computer and said
“Hi" to your spouse? Have you been forced

10 choose between your sports car payment
and the latest accelerator board? Does the
President of Master Card know you by your
first name (because you financed his new
yacht)? Do you read more magazine ar-
ticles on 3D than you do on being a “sensi-
tive person”? If the answer is “Yes,” then
you are a 3D junkie.

Speaking of fanatics, here comes one
now. He enters the cafe and walks very
slowly (about 15 frames per second) over 10
me, intending to sit down and order a
burger. His hair is askew, his eyes are
bloodshot. He's been staring at a monitor
for the past 80 hours straight, even though
I've reminded him that watching things
render does not make them render faster.
The magnetic field build-up around him
has stopped my watch again. I gofta quit
buying fake Rolexes in Times Square.

"What's wrong, Joe™" 1 ask, somehow
sensing thet something is wrong by the
clumps of pulled-out hair he grips tightly in
clenched fists.

"Ted," he moans, “I'm so glad you're
here. It's driving me insane|™ He whimpers
piteously as T pour him a strong cup of
Intcrnational coffee.

“Tell me about it," T say soothingly.
Sometimesit' sbestto becalm whenthey're
this far gone.

“It"s Imagine' s Detail Editor! ™ e moans,
“While creating an object, 1 copied it,
pasted it and brought up the ransformer
requester. I sclecled Rotate 180 degrees.
When 1 looked at the front, left and top
view, cverything seemed OK. However,”
hestops and whimpers again, “the perspec-
tive view is showing lines running in all
directions! T can'tfigure it out! It's driving
me C. R A ZY!" Hishand closes on the cup
and he crushes it into powder. That hap-
pens a lot when people first come in here,

“Now, now," I begin, "the steps you took
were OK, but remember, the order in which
you create an object is critical. First you add
an axis, then create the cutline of the object

ULTRA HIGH RESOLUTION

4x5

COLOR TRA EI_EPAHENCIES

35mm

COLOR SLIDES

from Your Amiga Graphics
® 2a-BIT IFF
® Standard IFF or HAM IFF
® Color Pastscript

4000-Line Besalution «

Ho Scanlines

Brillant Colar « Mo Curvature Distortion

il or Wirle bor Croer Formel, Prica Lisis, il FREE Samples:
Huk R

EYITOORAPHIC BETIVICER
71280 Washngion Pless, Ciitein {y, Cibonu 002m
¥V R-2090

in Add Linesmode, Next, select Add Faces,
When done adding faces, extrude the object
using theMold function. Now cut and paste
your object. Bring up the ransformation
requester and rotaie the object 180 degrees
on its z-axis. Redraw the screen and your
object should be correct n the perspective
view. Any other way is incorrect and will
result in a deviation from what you are
trying to do."

A light of recognition passcs through
his eyes. He thanks me, pays for the coffes
and burger and leaves in a haze of discov-
ery, muttering, ihe steps in sequential order
as [ had cited them. Funny, I doa't remem-
ber making him a burger,

But that’s how things go in the Imagine
Caje. Problems come in, solutions go out,
Many timesthey arcthesameonesover and
over again. That's why 1 did a new video-
tape that answers most common questions
asked about fmagine 2.0's Detail Editor.
1t"s a good tape and it' s cheap, compared to
driving arpund looking for the cafe, Only
$34.95. Look on the back cover of Amiga
News for an ad 1 created in fmagine just for
you o read.

Meanwhile, if you have a tip or a ques-
tion about Imagine, or the video, or Life,
the Universe and Anything, call 501-225
0774 and ask for Ted Vandever, otherwise
knowm sz Chief Cook and Boitle Washer
and Technical Guru for the o. Asfor the guy
who keeps calling and telling me that
“digital watches are a mouse conspiracy™
and “watch out for falling whales parts™,
we get it mate. We get it.

Well, it's time to wail on the rest of the
customers, I'll tell you sbhout some of the
more interesting ones next month in vol-
ume 2 of fmagine Cafe here in Amiga
News. And just as a reminder, please buy
my videotape, CSA has jusi released anew
accelerator for the 1200.............. Q

TechnoWorld

Has It A_H!

AMIGA 1200............... $EE-E
Alpha Data Floppy .. . BB2
Alpha Data Mouse... sesarars DB
File Copy 2.0 . 3
Suprafax Mnd.em — 14 4{}0

V3ZBIS |, . £279
Imagine 20... $229' a6
1.2 Gig. SCSI Hard Drwe . $1195
Directory Opus 4.0 ............. B59.95
External SCSICD ROM ........ $450
Western Digital 2.56" IDE Hard Disk
DIEVER . vvocrrr nsssnmnssasrpssarnes SLED.00
TechnoWorld

811 Osborne St Suite # 2
St. Mary's GA, 31558

call (800) 331-778




And the
Winnah Is. ..

Greg Adams of Hampton, Virginia was
the lucky winner of DKB Software's
MegaChip 2000/500 at therecent World of
Commodore Show help at Fier 88 in New
York City.

Mr. Adams is a Tech Sergeant for the
United States Air Force, stationed in Vir-
ginia as an electronic technician,

Mr. Adams uses his Amiga daily iorun
hiz zecond passion: & phote and graphic
design business, which is becoming very
successful. Mr, Adams is looking forward
to the arrival of the MegaChap 2000,/500,
which is a must-have peripheral needed for
the storage of Graphics and Digitized Au-
dio in memory.

8]

Chaos
Makes
Beautiful
Music

Digital Expressions Research will
shortly begin shipping their innovative
new music composition product Musiclah
- IFS. Unlike other algorithmic composi-
tion programs producing random or popu-
Yar music, MusicLab - IFS harncsses orga-
nizational properties derived from chacs
and fractals to allow anyone to compose
music having complex structural levals,
interrelationships and musical cohesive-
ness similar to “large-form” or “classical”
music compositions. This product should
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Move Over, Chuck Yeager!

IBM Analog Joystick Adapter for

Is your home computer pilot frustrated
because he/she must “fly” with a keyboard,
mouse or digital joystick? Until recently,
those were the only options for piloting
your flight simulation programs.

Now you can get the Amalog Link for
your Amiga. Aralog Linkisan[BM analog
joystick adapter that works with all Amiga
computers end connects betwesn your
Amiga and eny clone analog joystick to put
you in the pilot's seat.

Anafog Link has been tested with such
flight sim programs as F-15 Strike Eqgle
11, Fighter Dyel, Birds of Prey and Knights
of the Sky.

Analog Link has a retail price of $12,00,
and is available from Steven R, Nicholas,

Amigas

1219 Meadowhaven Lane, Derby, K8,
67037-3414. (316)788-5253. |

The new Analog Link lets your Amiga use IBM analog joysticks for smoother, faster,
and easier game confrol

!!Win an Amiga 4000 or Amiga 1200!!

The FIRST ONE-HUNDRED CALLERS will have a chance to win an
Amiga 4000 - 6 Meg RAM - EOMeg HD - Multi-sync menitor

And everyone's eligible for our Second Giveaway... a fully equipped Amiga 1200!

| The Amiga Computing Soci

NOBODY CAN DO WHAT
AWESOME CAN DO...

AND AWESOME E BEST!

Join us today! Get involved! As an Amiga owner,

R e i D | AWESOME is your Society- 2 gathering of AMigh 30y descrve more value for your maney, and

ers Jooking for an alternative to random or
popular styles of background music, and to
accomplishedmusicians looking fora source
of new idess.

Using Trerated Function Systems and
numerical codes, Musiclab - IFS can en-
code and generate an infinite variety of
fractal and non-fractal musical scores. Many
options exis! for amanging scores into
musical sequences with up to eight mulei-
voicnd parts. Sequences can be previewed
over both MID] and the Amiga’s internal
audio, and can be saved in both MIDI and
IFF SMUS music file formats,

Suggested retail price for Musiclab -
IFS is $89.00. The program requires an
Amiga with an least 1 MB of memory and
Workbench 1.3/2.0.

Contact: Digital Expressions Research,
WE400 Firelane 8, Menasha, WI 54952,
{414) 733-6863.

O

owners ready 1o move the wotld. We're providing you
with GIFEARAYS EVERY MONTIH, an iniernational
BBS, free Fred Fish on CD-ROM and tons of PD and
Shareware, an exclusive Dewo Library where you can
actually play the newesi and hottest enteriainment
releases or review a productivity package for your
home or business, hardware and software technical
support direct from major developers and our own
technical staff, the members-only Amiga Owners
Newsletter On-Line Edition ("AON CLE™), and
special programs such as COPS! (Computerists
Opposed to Piracy!). There are many morg programs
that will benefit you, the Amiga computer owner, and
save you time and money, AWESOME helps Amiga
owners get the most oat of their AMIGA!!

AWESOME provides...

AWESOME is on your side!

REMEMBER!
Only ONE-HUNDRED CALLERS
will have a chance to win the exciting

Amiga 4000!

CALL (214) 403-0622 10DAY!!

{If it's busy, somcone beat you to L. but keep trying!!)

USER GROUPS: Call to register your group with the Worldwide Amigs User Groop Network.
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Advanced
Learning
Center
Expands

Curriculum

Summer session
forming now

The Advanced Learning Center of Stu-
dio City, CA continues to expand the hori-
zons of Amiga users with the latest addi-
tions to their curriculum: Life Art Classes,
blending the oil and water world of fine art
with the printed circuit world of comput-
ers. ALC promotes these classes an "an
exercise in exploring traditional sketching
and painting life art in the clectric realm,
using modem electronic instruments and
softwarc as replacement for the classical
tools for the artistic drawing of live mod-
els,”

These three-hour classes is intwo parts,
with the first hour spent in a computer lab
implementing software adaptation and the
remaining two hours as a Life Study. The
hands-on lab will use one of the computer
paint programs combined with an optical
pen brush designed to simulate the siroke a
a fine art brush.

Life Classes join ALC's fine roster of
Amiga-orientedclasses, whichincludesuch
topics as: Multi-media, Animation, Vir-
tual Reality, Pagestream, Lightwave,
Dpaint, and many more,

Summer classes are forming now —
call, write or stop in to get their latest
catalog.

Contact: Advanced Learning Center,
11020 Venitura Blvd,, Suite E, Studio Ciry,
CA 91604. (818) 753-9799,

a

RGB
Introduces
AmiLink/CIP

RGB Computer and Video has added a
new editor (o its AmiLink family called
Amilink{CIP. RGB now brags that it pro-
vides the "total solution” 1o cditing chal-
lenges.

According to marketing director Mike
Rowe, the base sysiem is the same, It's the
type of equipment that Amilink is conirol-
ling that makes the difference.

“A new user can begin by editing with
lost-cost ‘Prosumer” type VCRs, like the
Panasonic AG 1970 or the Sony V-1000,
imd upgrade AmiLink 1o work with profes-
sional equipment,” said Rowe. “Your in-
vestment can begin aslow as 3995 and add-
ons can be gradual, so that your original
investment is protected and the learning
curve is a one-time process.”

Rowe said the new AmiLink/CTP works
exactly like RGB's PRO version. “You can
even use the AmiLink professional JOG/
Shuttle console, or POD," Rowe said. "All
features of AmiLink{CIP are identical to
that of our professional version, cxcept for
the limitations of the “Prosumer”’ decks you
may be using,”

AmiLink/CTP now allows for a large
number of popular 'Prosumer” VCRs, like
the AG 1970 and Sony Hi-8 decks in the
same suite, or expand to add professional
VTRs with your ‘Prosumer’ VCRs.

Contact: RGB Computer and Video,
4125 Blue Heron Blvd., Suite 118, Riviera
Beach, FL 33404, (407) B44-3348, fax
{(407)844-3699.

Q

The Advanced Learming
Center teaches functional
classes In Computer Studies
for today's fast moving
computerized professional
environment.

We are very “user-friendly”
at the Advanced Leaming
Center. We'll train you on
the Amlga computer
platform, because of the
hardware's abllity, power
and economic cost (when
compared to the Mac) to be
able to process, phus
ernufate both IEM and
Macintosh computers, Which

— means that you can learn

three computers on onel

._‘A.—.a.'t_-n..—--.—--—--—---—-u

The Advanced Learning
Center strives to ghve the
most comprehensive classes
available on the Amiga. All
classes are on a first come
first serve basis.

B Qualified Teaching
Staff - currently work In
the subject being taught

Intimate Classroom
Size - no more than ten
students maximum

Am?a Computers - each
pupil will have their own

Extra fab time is
available to students
who want to devolte

Zero Surge

Experts report that ground-line surges
can cause many of the mysterious prob-
lems, such as blown peripherals, keyboard
lock-up, and lost/corrupted files, which
computer users experience. The Model
Z51800 surge protector provides fast sup-
pression of power-line surges. Developed
by Zero Surge, Inc., of Montclair, NJ, it
climinates spikes and surges without rely-
ing on commonly used MOVs {metal oxide
varistors).

Unlike mostother products, the ZS 1800
reacts to surges and spikes instantly, di-
verting the surge to a capacitor bank which
stores the unwanted energy. The ZS1800
gradually bleeds it back t neutral, never
contaminating the ground with damaging
surge-energy pulses.

Six-outlet ZS1800 handles 15-Amp
loads at 1200 volis, providing surge and
spike protection without the use of MOVs.
Omission of MOVs has practical advan-
tages. Each surge “hit" passed by an MOV
rypically diminishes the clamping-voltage
limit for the next surge, eventually result-
ing int Mov overheating and failure when

The ZS1800 from Zero Surge, Inc.,
provides fast suppression of power-line
surges fo protect your compiiter and
peripherals.

the limit declines to peak line voltage, Thi
can shorten effective life of MOVs to 4
litde as 6 to 12 months before the MO
fails, becoming a potential fire hazard.

A unique 10-year warranty cover
ZS1800 surge protectors, hardware an
softwarc connected 1c them. Suggested e
tail price is $199.95, The surge protecto
have UL and CSA approval.

Contact: Zero Surge, Inc., 215 Glenridg
Ave., Montclair, NJ 07042, (201) 744
1760, fax (201)744-1804.

Get Your Disl;s |
Together

SYScat gets you organized

Are you tired of looking through boxes
of disks to file a file you made some time
back, odly 1o find empty disks, copies of
copies and everything BUT whatyou need?
§YS8cat will put an end to this once and for
all. Earthquake Productions and Publish-
ing, manufacturers of SYScar, were able1o
take over 500 unorgenized diskettes and

=
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2
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|
Advanced reglstration stars | I
Decombar 1992 with classss i
starting Jan 1993, For mora ! |
information and to be 1
. ncluded  inte our maliling ol !
spring and fulure class I
schadules, cell or write us at i
aur addrass, |

mare time on the

log them into three SYScat catalog librar
ies, containing over 20,000 files. They als
eliminated copies of copies, ending up wit
over 200 empty diskettes.

H you need a file (say “DCTViont"} i
§TScat, you would type in "DCTVfont
end S¥Scar spath operator will tell you (b,
exact name or number) where that disk ca/
be found. Y ou can also enter in a wild car|
like “fonts” and SYScar will list where al
of your fonts are located in any selecte
w¥Scar catalog library. S¥Scar will als
catalog the partitions in your hard drives o
any removable media, allowing quick ref
erence to any file in your system.

SYScar's Quick Doc and into files mak
its user friendly interface extremely casy 1
learn. S¥Scaf will run in the backgroun
and is compatible with all 2.0 or bete
systems including 020, 030 and 040 me
chines.

Earthquake Productions and Publisk
ing is offering S¥.Scar at a special introduc
tory price of $39.95 until September 1!
1993. After that time, the retail price wi
be $49.95.

Look for §¥Scar at an Amigeadealer nes
you, or contact Earthquake Productior
and Publishing, 13353 Foothill Blvd
Fontana, CA 92335, (909) 899-1800. Eartt
quake Productions and Publishing include
freight on prepaid orders. California res
dents add 7.75% sales tax.

{



by Graham Heywood

The Amiga is a versatile machine and
its basic DOS comes with two user mter-
faces: A Shell/CLI and a Workbench. Both
interfaces have their supporters, and with a
bunch of utilities both can be made wo do
anything you want. But with hard-disks
becoming the norm, a further interface is
needed; a directory utility.

In its simplest mcamation, a directory
utility will belp you organize your disks
and provide a few functions; view images,
read files efc.All of the directory utilities 1
have used had their advantages and disad-
vantages: like the Shell and Warkbench,
you basically got what the individual au-
thors thought were wanted. That has
changed withthe introduction of Directory
Opus 4.0, Although it comes with an im-
pressive list of functions it also passesses
User Configure Buttons, and User
Configurahle Device Buttans. Of course you
can format disks, copy files, view images
including AGASAA (4000/1200), display
all ILBM formats (including SHAM), play-
back Anim and Anim Brush files. Play

THE REAL POWER OF
DOPUS BECOMES
APPARENT THE FIRST
TIME YOUSAYTO
YOURSELF, “I WISH IT
COULD DO THIS.”

sound files, formats supported are:
Noisetracker, SoundTracker, ProTracker,
MED w/MIDI, Oktalyzer, 35VX, Raw
Data. There may be some other formats
that DOpus will not handle in its basic
siate, but | have not found one yet. DOpus
will also run executable files, display fonts,
lawch CanDe Decks. The real power of
DOpus becomes apparent the first time you
say to yourself, *I wish it could do this.”
Well, it wsyally can: you just add anether
button which will add a command te the
list,

Commands fall into five major areas: 1.
Command, 2. Exccutable, 3. Workbench,
4. Batch, and 5. ARexy. Cornmand uses the
internal commands built into DOpus, These
can take parameters from DOpuy menus
and buttons and also from ARexy. Execut-
able: executables are treated as if you where
running them from the CLI, opening an

Directory Opus 4.0

output window to receive input and display
output.

Workbench: Workbench programs are
executed as if you were doubls clicking,
‘What use is this? Well a lot of programs do
not accept arguments if run from the CLI
{DPaint for instance). However, if you
define the command as: DPaine {£) and
have the command type et to workbench,
DeluxePaint will accept arguments when

run from the workbench, so the first file
selected will be loaded into DPgint auto-
matically.

Batch: batch files also called scripts.
Selecting a command type as batch will
cause that file to be executed as a script.

ARexx: Arexx obviously launches an
ARexx script, but only if ARere is active in
thesystemn. The ARaxy port is set mutomati-
cally w0 Directory Opus.Of course, you
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could manage without » directory wtility.
You could also manage 1o live without
clothes for that matter, but ooce you've
tried life with either it’s hard to manage
without. And Directory Opus 4.0 is by far,
the best directory utility 1've seen Directory
Opus 4.0 is by Inovatronics Inc. Suite
2098, 8499 Greenville Ave, Dallas, TX,
75231-2499. Tel: 214-340-4991.
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Continued from page 1.

dore is betting the entire US Amiga on
graphics and the willingness of Phil Ordi-
nary from Pittsburgh to lay out serious
money virtually exclusively for the ma-
nipulation and manufacture of pictures and
sound, This, while ignoring the capabili-
ties of CI» ROM and the multi-media mar-
ket or the obvious benefits derived from
placing Amigas in school systems, The
wad is literally bet on one horsa!

While Commedore scems bent om turn-
ing its world upside down, NewTek actu-
ally locks tohave it allunder control, Atthe
Mational Association of Broadcasters con-
ventiom in Las Vegas, Nevada, NewTek

proudly anncunced that the new Video
Toaster 4000 would retail at $2,395, wihich
is a lower price than the current flagship
product. Irwillinclyde a switcher with four
video inputs, and three mternal digital
sources. Feanming close to 300 video éf-
fects, from wipes 1o dissolves to complex
anirmated transitions, it promises to be a
videophile's dream of hitting the lottery
come true. Many of the effects feature drop
shadows, glints, texture specializations,
and smooth color animation.

If Commodoreis going tobeton ahorse,
it eould do no better than NewTek which
has proven egain and again that it has the

THE GO ANYWHEI-'IE
DO ANYTHING,
AFFORDABLE FORMAT.
PANASONIC S-VHS

Paromance, Sensioke Price, |
reeeons milllone of Panasonic K
EVHS WOHe have bean aold
The rriles of chee reasors
ciowrm [rom the uears of 5-v/HS
recondara, whi keep g
encigss applications ko VTHE

thar meeat the firat three criaea,

Super Vake, High ;-; i &

R SR
s N R s

S4H L5 1 eost-effective, 1/2-nch component arakog 1ormat that oflers a full rangs of
WTH syaterma, ncluding camens-gockabies, porabie, exurce plavers, editors and uliity
VTR tral it |ust abnd svary reconding. pley-
back and procke®eon lureton you can think of

Panasonic

Sty r— Sysroma Cormpany

TRI-STATE VIDEQ SERVICES, INC.
1379 Pittsburgh Road
Valencia, PA 16059

tools 1o stay in the race. The new Seaguest
DSV wlevision series being prepared by
Amblin, and the Bakylon 5 secics, already
picked up for broad-based syadication, are
proof that Hollywood, at least, is sllin
love with the Amiga. a

Dongle

Disaster!

Scala Dongle Can
Blowup Chips
By Terry Kepher

All new Scals packages ship with 4 new
copy-protection device, called a dongle, which
can blowup chips inzside the Amiga should it be
improperly installed. This new device is being
added 1o in-use products such as Scala’s MM-
200 package,

The device, which looks like & small %-pin
gender changer, has special electronics. These
electronics allow the Scala products totel] if the
compditer running the software isusing a legally
purchased copy of the program,

The dongle is 4 pags-thru unit thm doesn't
interfere with the operation of the mouse pors
andisonly used by Scala software. The problem
is that if the dongle is not firmly inserted when
installed, or is pulled slightly by & tig on the
mouse cable, the dongle can cause chips inside
the Amiga to blowup. Additionally, you musi
not install, remove, or otherwize ouch the
dongle while yowr computer is running.

Cm newer Amiga compriters anly a fuse will
blow, But the older models lose chips, For
participants in the Commodore Gold Service
Plan, Commeodore will fix any damage,

According to Michael ). Weaver, Technical
Manager ai Scala, the problem is in the design
of the Amiga. He points ot that Commodorna
wams pecple that atfaching or removing any
deviee could cause damage o the computers.

He regrets the need for the dongle, but other
protection schemes require user activity on
using the products and brought significant vol-
umes of complaints from (heir customers. Nor-
mally, he sayz, customers insiall the dongle on
an unused, or little used, mouse port and forpet
it iz there. As most of their customers are
professionals who infrequently use pames, Mr.
Weaver feets the dongle 1sthe best copy-protec-
tion sclution available for their company.
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“Even with all its new capabilities,
LightWave isstill the most user friendly 3D
package ever,” said Montgomery. "We
designed it to have all of the power and
functionality of a $30,000 3D animation
workstation, but maintain some of the big-
gest strengths of the Toaster-namely, an
easy-to-use interface.”

Among LightWave's new abilities are
its significantly enhanced rendering op-
tions. Users can niow have LightWave auto-
matically create lens flares, motion blurr
effects, and even adjust the depth of field to
create images with realistic focusing. The
bomes feature allows users tocreate skeletal
systems for an object, and iz ideal for
character animation. Image quality has
been improved with new color dithering
end anti-aliasing routines, and ai the same
time render times have also been speeded
up by 1005 to 800%.

LightWave's Modelernow includes sup-
port for PostSeript fonts, which makes 3D
logo and text creation automatic. Modeler
also features powerful new Boolean func-
fions, which allow users to combine or cut
noles in objects. The program also allows
uscrs to draw objects with spline curves,
which allow users to combing or cut holes

TwelveGauge
CSA Takes Aim at the A1200

Amiga 1200 owners are trapped and run-
ning out of time, Large image files and long
animations are filling up their hard drives. And
there's no room to grow.

Why? Because the A1200doesn"t work with
currently availablemass-siorage peripherais—
likefloptical drives, removablemedia and mult-
Gigabyte replacement hard drives. All of these
devices use a standard SCSI interface, but the
A1200 only provides an [DE interface for a
single internal hard drive.

To solve this problem, CSA has developed
the TwelveGauge, & 50 MHz accelerator card
for the A1200 featuring & SCSI interface. Now
you can use your A1200 with such devices as
CD-ROM drives, Syquest removable media
drives, floptical optical drive systems and tape
back up systems, and hundreds of cther SCSI
comnpatible add-oma

Raw speed is another requirement for pro-
cessor-intensive activites like rendering, ani-
maticn and deskiop publighing, Built around a
50MHz Molorola 68030 central processor,
CSA's Twelweauge runs from 7 to 10 times
faster than & stock A100, with its 14MHz
GSECH20,

In addition to its faster clock speed, the
TwelveGauge also utilizes Burst Mode process-
ing, a faster, more efficient way (o manage the
fow of data from 32-bit memory.

Inaddition toitsspeed, CSA's TwelveGange
also goes 4 long way 1o ease the necessary
expense of adding memory. Instead of requiring
expensive, proprietary RAM chips, the
TwelveGauge uses industry standard A4000-
type 32-bit SIMMS, which are less expensive,
What's more, RAM upgredes can be made in
affordable stapes (10 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 ar 32 Mega-
byies),

CSA's TwelveGauge installs easily into the
A1200 trap door slot and can be ordersd in
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inobjects. The program alsoallowsusersto )
drau;l objects with spline curves, which | 1992 AMIGA HALL OF FAME 1992 PevEIOD ek
Prophles fo skmpilfied cremon of rown, INDUCTEE Choice Awards

c objects. The Video Toaster — NewTek, Inc.
“With all of the new features, probably A broadcast-quality video production Announced by
the best thing about LightWave 3D is that it
itsa wm-khmfme." saifleniwn, “Our beta e CﬂmmOdan
testers are Hollywood' s top animators and ' Commodore Applications and Techni-
special effects artists, and they've been s DEV]?;?:% SOECE cal Support Group (CATS) sponsored a
using the program for months in the most Developers Conference in Orlando, Florida
demanding situations imaginable.” . . from January 36-30. A recocd number of
LightWave has become a major player Best Professional Productivity 400 developers from 13 countries attended
in 3D software for Hollywood. LightWave Software the conference to learn more about
enimations have been used on shows such SAS/C6.0 — SAS Institute, Inc. Commodore'splans and new developments
as Babplon 5 and Unsolved Mysteries. The A controflable C compiler with for the Amiga line of personal computers.
Toaster 4000 will alsn be used to create the options for customizing and increasing Representatives from CATS,
3D graphic effects for Steven Spielberg's the speed of programming. Commodore's Engineering staff and
new series Seq Quest DSV, which will debut Best Consumer Productivity Commodore’s sales divisions wereon hand
this fall on NBC. Software to conduct seminars and meet with devel-
Montgomery is not surprised that the DeluxePaint IV — Electronic Ams opers, More than forty sessions were beld
new works have been quick to embrace the A full feature paint and animation during the five-day confer- ace. Among the
powerof the Video Toaster. "What's excit- program. presenters were representatives from
ing to us is the ordinary people have used Best Education Software Meotorola and the American Management
the Toaster to create their own personal The Miracle Piano Teaching System Association. Over 700 pages of documen-
visions are atiracting so much attention W IR S tation and four disks were prepared for
from the broadcast industry. Toaster users A piana keyboard with computer distribution to developer in attendance.
are changing the fee of television.” software that teaches the user how to “The Developers Conference offers us
%Fur more hfm;na:;?&nbuuglﬂﬁies\éi%: play the piano. the opportunity to share with developers
aster, contact Ne at tertalimient Sofiv our corporate direction and implementa-
Street, Topeka, Kansas, 913-231-0100, Pf‘:ﬂE: s _;m & = fion strategy, as well as receive feedback
Q Fittulaanut from developers ot oyt plans,” says John
At hcltine it nbalipame. | SETEDELCATS SRSL" The sucoessof
e P i this year's conference wasapparent through
; Best User Interface the many comments we received fram the
AmigaDOS Release 3 — Commodore recocd number of quality developers present
International Limited at the conference.”
The FI'E:II-"ES{‘PE’EIIGH u_,f: Commodore 's Amiga software and peripheral devel-
P o multitasking operating system opers selected top products released in
how much RAM you need, and whether you [ kAN 1992 in six categories. The developers of
need o math coprocessor. A less expensive, Amiga 4000 — Commodore the selected products were presented with
40MHz 68ECT30-based version can also be Imternational Limited awards at a luncheon held at the
ordered. Commadore 's most advanced conference.{See sidebar for the names of
Twelve Gange curries a retail price of $699 computer featuring the AGA chip set the products inducted into the “ Amiga Hall
{with 50 MHz 68030, SCSI interface, 68882 with 16.8 million displayable colors. of Fame.")
sockel and without RAM), a

Contact; Computer System Associstes
{C5A), 7564 Trade St., San Diego, CA 92121,
(619) 566-3911, fax (619) 566-0581. o

A&D Computer

A e e e e e — -
Amiga 1200 & 4000 Specials
Amiga1200_ .. __.__._ . _. _%$569.00
Amiga 1200M128HD_ __ _ _. _ . _._ £922.00
Amiga4000/030_ .. _ .. _..____$1699.00
Amiga 4000040__. __ __._ . 52625.00

HardDrives for 1200 In stock
40 meg...5178.00 80 mag....$250.00
120 meq.....$320.00

Call for other sizes and types
We have he loweal prices on harddrives
for the complete line of Amiga computers

For a limited time only..... CDTV.,§399.00
Comes with Lemmings and Grolier Encyclopedia CD's

Pre-order your new Video Toaster
now for only $1699.00

Courler HST 168K Fax/Modams.........5779.00
HP500 printer..$399.99 HP500C..5519.00

10 amto & pmMon - Sat  Fritl 8pm  Sun-Noon to Spm
211 South St. Milford, NH 03055

(603) 672-4700

MediaPhile  Desktop Video Production System

Call Or Fax For A Free Prodiret Guide & Svstem Quote!

Create professional video productions with MediaPhile® edi controllers
and goftware. Perform mrtomatic edits with sy prosumer SVHS, Hi-Bmin
or Beta video deck or camcarder. Features inclode an intutitive praphical
interface, preview, insort, and assembly edits, special effects inclading
A-H noll dissokves, wipes and title overlays, synchronized mudin, and
accurate ime code tape positioning, Medialhile progrims suppont most
popular controllers mcluding VISCA, VBOX, Video Dirsctor, Pulure
Video and MediaFhile, Ask shoul our video tape.
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1Tnangine 2.0

- LEARN how to use each function
. CREATE hierarchies by grouping @i
-EXTRUDE and SWEEP objec
« BEND and TWIST objects
- ADD DETANL to objects
+CREATE § ACES wi ires, and IFF Images.

+OTHER TI D TH



